[image: ]


Austrian EUSDR Presidency Initiative: “Identifying Key Messages and Processes on Future Perspectives for Macro-Regional Cooperation in the Danube Region post-2027” 

September 2024

10 Key messages for Danube cooperation:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Danube Region with its diversity will be met by the contemporary major transformations in specific ways that may challenge its inner cohesion, competitiveness and its position in Europe and the world in new ways. 
2. A transformative journey is not merely an option; it is a necessity for ensuring a resilient, inclusive, and prosperous future. Cohesion policy and its cooperation tools allow for a joint vision and agenda development to best tackle the changes (e.g. increasing investment needs) across the Danube Region. 
3. Cooperation efforts and support remain an important pillar of transformation policies and need to extend beyond Cohesion Policy. The EUSDR with its flexible governance and policy area focus has the potential to become an enabler for transformative policies that serve all Danube regions.
4. The EUSDR should dare being bolder in its ambitions and claims. This includes further exploiting the opportunities the EUSDR offers to become a testbed for new approaches in synergy with other cooperation tools. 
5. Cooperation in the Danube Region should strengthen its policy thinking beyond Cohesion Policy and project-based funding. The EUSDR governance can help exploit its potential to link activities across policies and funding instruments for more integrated approaches across sectors. 
6. In line with a mission-orientation, the EUSDR governance should further push its focus beyond individual projects towards long-term policy processes.
7. Future Cohesion Policy and the Accession Agendas need to facilitate optimal opportunities for the Danube Countries to strengthen their coordination and collaboration efforts across funding schemes and policy frameworks. Cooperation has a unique potential to develop collaboration on equal footing.
8. The Danube Region is particularly impacted by the Russian war on Ukraine, and geopolitical interests in the region. Cooperation is key for the Danube Region to strengthen its inner cohesion and face the challenges of the future.
9. The EUSDR governance should help to better communicate the territorial implications of the contemporary dynamics and developments for the regions.
10. 2024 is the window of opportunity to create input to the negotiations and set EU agendas, as in 2025 the more formal process on shaping the EU budget 2028-34 and the strategic orientation of Cohesion Policy and other EU policies will start.
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