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Who are we?

Pro Danube International (Non-profit business association)

Registration: ZVR203524390

Founded: 22.09.2011

Seat of Association: Grünbergstraße 15, Stiege 1, 5th floor, 1120 Vienna

„We believe that the potential of the Danube waterway, as a competitive logistics system, is
by far bigger as we use it today. To unlock this potential is our vision. This strives for
passenger as well as for cargo transportation.“

We are: Driving force in the development of the Danube waterway as a competitive
and sustainable logistics system

Network of about 200 private businesses

Representing the interests of our members towards EU, public authorities
and administrations

Great together – instead of – small alone
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Focus areas of each actor

Industrie
(Versender, 
Empfänger , 
Hafenbetriebe)

Investment
Verkehrsträger 

(Reedereien)

① Technological jump – greening, energy 
efficiency & competitiveness 

② Agri products drive profitability – need 
multi-modality solution or 
constant cargo supply

③ Job attractiveness 
④ (LWS solutions)

① Provide framework for 
Port Services on Demand

②Weather independency

① Stable minimum fairway conditions
② Secured depth of entrance to Ports and Port basin
③ Equal treatment of modes of transport
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IWT related biggest hurdles?

• Profitability is too low to allow new investments into technology and
innovative solutions

• This is a result of supply and demand, whereas supply is not an issue

• Demand is driven by agri products and therefore depending on good
crop years

• Bad crop means fierce competition and no margins

• Must reduce dependency by enlarging into Multimodal services

• Will provide at least mid-term commitments of customers

• Navigability of the Danube

• Borcea de-routing

• Image of low cost carrier
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GREEN DEAL: Policy initiative based on 
cooperation & commitment

In 2017, PDI successfully started the implementation of the Green Deal by means

of DANTE, DAPhNE transnational projects and has taken serious actions

towards the modernization of the Danube fleet in the framework of the GRENDEL

approach.

GREEN DEAL FOR DANUBE RIVER TRANSPORT

National Governments 
of Danube States

Vessel & Fleet            
Operators

Ports & Terminal 
Operators

Danube IWT Users & 
Logistics Operators

Reduction 
Administrative 

Barriers

Infrastructure 
& 

Maintenance

State Aid Fleet & 
Terminal 

Modernisation

Fleet modernisation 
Programmes and Projects

Development Strategy & 
Action Plan and 

Implementation projects 
(Danube port network)

MoU - Innovative Danube 
Logistics / Pilot & 

Deployment Projects

Existing EU Programmes • National Programmes • Lead Projects • Financing Schemes

EUSDR PA1A • Danube Corridor Plan • Danube Innovation Centre (INDanube - EIBIP)

01/2017-06/2019 06/2018-11/2020
01/2017-06/2019

Various ongoing projects in 
DTP, H2020, CEF; some 

projects in preparation for 
forthcoming call

07/2020-12/2022

Great together – instead of – small alone
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Green Deal & Fit for 55

„As one of the most CO2-efficient transport 

modes available, inland waterways have the 

potential to play a central role in decarbonising

our transport systems. Yet today, our canals and 

rivers carry just 6% of EU freight.“  

Adina Vălean

Action plan:   NAIADES III

Target:             IWT – share increase till 2030 by 25%

IWT – share increase till 2050 by 50%
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NRMM – EU regulation 2016/1628     (non-road mobile machinery directive) 

Source: own research

Stage V additionally:
Proof of durability during 10.000 working hours of no significant 
emission exhaust reduction !!!   
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European IWT - fleet

Source: CCNR – annual report 2019

Source: CCNR – annual report 2020

Source: IVR 2023
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Fleet modernisation –
Pro Danube´s conclusion

• Reasonable business cases have to be developed

• Proper blending of own financial sources, funding & financing is to be
ensured

• There is no EU funding programme which could significantly
contribute to achieve the greening objectives in the fleet segment

 this is not necessarily a problem, but the market needs to be
trained to be prepared for innovation and investment

 EUSDR can support the stakeholders´ teamwork and get-
together, however that is not sufficient any more

• Strong and stable political decisions have to be taken on the
supported sustainable alternative fuels

• Serious discussions have to take place with the IWT sector to decide
on the future short-/mid-/long-term strategies

• We welcome all initiatives and happy to contribute!
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Pro Danube – the voice for better infrastructure 

and innovation in Danube transport

Thank you for your attention!

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pro-danube

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pro-danube-international
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pro-danube

