
2019AnnualForum oftheEuropeanUnion1

StrategyfortheDanubeRegion

Date:27-28June2019,

Venue: Bucharest, Palace of the Parliament, Conference Halls “Cuza”, “Bălcescu” and “Iorga”,
http://cic.cdep.ro/en

Accreditation:Onlineregistrationwebsite

Expectednumberofparticipants:800persons

Participants:EU officials,ministers,high-levelpoliticalrepresentatives of EUSDR members,National
Coordinators,PriorityAreasCoordinators,representativesofnational,regionalandlocalleveladministration,
AssociationoftheMunicipalities,EmployersandTradeUnions,representativesofSMEs,clusters,industry,
NGOs,academicandscientificorganisations/institutionsandotherstakeholdersfrom theDanubeRegion
countries.

Shortdescriptionandformat:Asakeyeventofthe2019EUSDRPresidency,MinistryofForeignAffairsof
Romania,theEuropeanCommissionandtheDanubeTransnationalProgrammearejointlyorganizingthe8th
AnnualForum onthe27th–28thJune2019inBucharest(PalaceofParliament),underthemotto:“Building
cohesionforasharedprosperityintheDanubeRegion”.Theeventwillbeorganizedwiththetechnicalsupport
ofthe Danube StrategyPoint.The 2019 EUSDR AnnualForum agenda willfocus on competitiveness,
connectivityandregionalmobility,aswellasonlinksbetweenMSRandcohesionandalsoonthepossibilities
ofcreatingsynergiesthatcanresultinabetterembedmentofEUSDRintofutureEUprogramsandpolicies.For
moreinformation,pleasechecktheConcept-NoteandPracticalInformationNote(PIN).

AGENDA
Thursday,the27thofJune

1stDayfocus:“Cohesion-building:Increasingeconomiccohesion,regionalconnectivityand

mobility”

08:00–12:00 Registrationofparticipantsandwelcomecoffee/lunch

09:00–12:00 InformalMeetingoftheMinistersinchargeofEconomyandBusiness
Environmentfrom theEUSDRcountries,on:“TheroleofSMEsand
businesssupportstructuresasinstrumentsforregionaldevelopmentin
theframeworkofthepost2020CohesionPolicy”
EventorganizedbytheMinistryforBusinessEnvironment,Commerceand
Entrepreneurship,theMinistryofEuropeanAffairsandEuropeanCommission

Venue:PalaceofParliament,ConferenceHallUNIREA

1ThisProjectisco-fundedbytheEuropeanRegionalDevelopmentFundandbytheMinistryofForeignAffairsofRomania.
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9:00–12:00 PublicHearingsworkshopontheRevisionProcessofthe
ActionPlan(EventorganizedbyDSPandEUSDRPresidency)

Venue:PalaceofParliament,BălcescuConferenceHall

12:00–13:00 OPENINGSESSIONOFTHE8THANNUALFORUM

Openingremarks:

DelegateMinisterforEuropeanAffairsofRomania

WelcomeRemarks:

- PrimeMinisterofRomania

- EuropeanCommissionOfficial

13:00-14:30 Lunch(ReceptionsBallroom/Salon)

Press-Conference(13:00-13:20)

PrimeMinisterofRomaniawillinviteECCommissionerandMinistersinchargeofEconomytoa

Pressconference(N.IorgaConferenceHall)

14:30-16:00ParallelThematicSessions

THEMATICSESSION1:
IncreasingEuropeanconvergenceandcompetitivenessthroughEUSDR

(Conferenceroom A.I.Cuza)

Moderator:DrUllaEngelmann,
HeadofUnitforAdvancedTechnologies,ClustersandSocialEconomy,DGforInternalMarket,

Industry,EntrepreneurshipandSMEs(DGGROW)oftheEuropeanCommission

Keynotespeaker:

H.E.Mr.Ștefan–RaduOPREA,MinisterofBusinessEnvironment,Commerceand
Entrepreneurship/RO
Reportingfrom theInformalMinisterialMeeting:“RoleofSMEsandbusinesssupportstructuresas
instrumentsforregionaldevelopmentintheframeworkofthepost2020CohesionPolicy”.

Panellists:

Contributors:

 Mr.Karl-HeinzLAMBERTZ,PresidentoftheCommitteeofRegionsorMr.
DainisTURLAIS,Rapporteur

 Mr.Luca JAHIER,President of the European Economic and Social
CommitteeorMr.DimitrisDIMITRIADIS,Questor,Rapporteur

 Mrs.FriedlindeGurr-Hirsch,StateSecretary,MinistryofRuralAffairsand

ConsumerProtection

 BiancaDRAGOMIR,EuropeanClusterManageroftheYear,Memberofthe

EuropeanHigh-LevelIndustrialRoundtable'Industry2030'

 KostadinKOSTADINOV,AdvisortotheMinisterofEducationandSciencefor

Science&InnovationofBulgaria

 DanielCOSNIȚĂ,PresidentofCLUSTEROAssociation

 SinisaTESIC,ProjectManager,ClusterofSocialEntrepreneurshipCluster

Association(tbc)

Q&ASESSION
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THEMATICSESSION2:
Promotingconnectivity

forimprovingEuropeanregionalmobilitythroughoutEUSDR

Moderator:
RepresentativeoftheMinistryofTransportofRomania(TBC)

Keynotespeaker:

Mr.AlainBARON,TransportCommunityTreaty,DGMOVE-EUROPEANCOMMISSION

16:30- COFFEBREAK

16:30-18:00-PARALLELTHEMATICSESSIONS

THEMATICSESSION3:
Developingjointstrategicprojects:

Fusingtransportationanddigitalization

Moderator:Mr.AnthonyWhelan,Director,DGCONNECT,EUROPEANCOMMISSION

KeynoteSpeaker:

Mrs.CharlinaVITCHEVA,DeputyDirector-General,JRC

Panellists:

Contributors:

Mrs.AudronePERKAUSKIENE,HeadofDivisionforEasternPartnership,

RegionalCooperation&OSCE,EuropeanExternalActionService

 Mrs.IreneLUCIUS,RegionalDirectorforConservation,WWFDCP

 Mr.Gert-JanMUILERMAN,Dr.Gert-JanMuilerman,AustrianWaterway

ManagementandDevelopmentCompany,FederalMinistryforTransport,

InnovationandTechnology

 Mr.ManfredSeitz,Director,Pro-DanubeInternational,Austria

 Mr.SorinDUMITRESCU,SeniorResearcher,ElectronicSolutionsLtd.

 Dr.Petra Püchner,CommissionerforEurope Ministry forEconomy,
EmploymentandHousingofBadenWürttemberglandofGermany

Q&ASESSION
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MODERATOR:Mr.RudolfSchicker,EUSDRDSPCoordinator

Keynotespeaker:

Mrs.LenaANDERSSONPENCH,Director,DGREGIO–EuropeanCommission

18:30–RECEPTION (offeredbytheRomanianDelegateMinisterforEuropeanAffairs)

(CULTURALPROGRAM -TBA)

Panellists:

Contributors:

Mr.MichaelLUDWIG,MayorofVienna(tbc)

AudronePERKAUSKIENE,HeadofDivisionforEasternPartnership,Regional

Cooperation&OSCE,EuropeanExternalActionService

Mrs.BlankaBELOSEVIC,Croatia

 Mr.KarlMCFAUL,Expert–High-LevelGroupontheImpactofthe

DigitalTransformationonEULabourMarkets

 Mr.LuvbenKANCHEV,DeputyMinistry,MinistryofTourism,Bulgaria

 Prof.Dr.Ing.CristianaSÎRBU,FoundationGroupforEcologicalInitiativeand

SustainableDevelopment,DanubeEntrepreneurshipForum

 Mrs.KarlaPEIJS,EuropeanCoordinatorfortheTEN-TRhine-DanubeCorridor

(tbc)

Q&ASESSION

THEMATICSESSION4:
BoostingefficiencyinconnectingEUSDRkeystakeholdersandthecivilsociety

intheProcessofrevisingtheEUSDRActionPlan

Panellists:

Contributors:

 Mr.AndersBERGSTROM,EUSBSR–HorizontalActionCapacity
(tbc)

 Mr.StefanLÜTGENAU-PresidentoftheDanubeCivilSociety
Forum Austria

 Mr.MiklosBARABAS,Director,EuropeanHouse,Hungary

 Mrs.LilianaIVANOVA,Director,OdessaRegionalState

AdministrationDanubeCenterforSustainableDevelopment

 Mr.CostinLINU,Pro-Rector,EUSDRAdvisoryCouncilSecretariatfrom

–Romania,SpiruHaretUniversity

 Mrs.NadjaBeglerovic,InternationalUniversityofSarajevo,Bosniaand
Herzegovina(tbc)

Q&ASESSION
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Friday,the28thofJune

2ndDayfocus:“Ensuringsynergies,resultsandsustainability:Macro-RegionalStrategies

8:00–WelcomeCoffee

9:00-11:00 THEMATICSESSION5:
ThepresentandfuturerolesoftheDanubeTransnationalProgrammein

theDanuberegion
(organizedbytheDTP)

Facilitator:Ms.GomezGironEloy,DTPJointSecretariat

Keynotespeaker:

Mr.MatyasJASCHITZ,Director,CentralEuropeanServiceforCross-BorderInitiatives(CESCI)

09:25–OverviewofDTPprojectresults

10:45–Conclusionremarks

-DTPManagingAuthority

11:00–CoffeeBreak

11:30–PARALLELTHEMATICSESSIONS

THEMATICSESSION6:
ESIFPROGRAMMESANDEUSDROBJECTIVES

INTHEFRAMEWORKOFTHENEW COHESIONPOLICY

MODERATOR:Ms.BaibaLiepa,INTERACTrepresentative

Keynotespeaker:
ErichUNTERWURZACHER,Director,DGREGIO-EuropeanCommission

Panellists:

Contributors:

 Mrs.MihaelaTOADER,StateSecretary,Representativeofthe
MinistryofEuropeanFundsinRomania

 Mr.BojanSUVOROV-GovernmentOfficeforDevelopmentand

EuropeanCohesion,Slovenia

 Mr.MiroslavVescovic,JointResearchCenter,European
Commission

 Mrs.DenitsaNIKOLOVA,DeputyMinister,MinistryofRegional
DevelopmentandPublicWorks-BulgarianEUSDRNC(tbc)

Q&ASESSION
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THEMATICSESSION7:
ThefutureofEUmacro-regionalstrategiesinthepost-2020framework

MODERATOR:

Ms.Melania-GabrielaCiot,SecretaryofState,MinistryofForeignAffairsofRomania
(onbehalfofROPresidency)

Key-Speaker:
Mr.AlexanderSCHALLENBERG,GeneralDirector,FederalChancelleryofAustria

13.00–CLOSINGSESSION

FormalClosingRemarks:

-SummaryoftheDanubeParticipationDays

-PreliminaryresultsofthePublicHearingsontheRevisionoftheActionPlan

-Presentationofthe8thAnnualForum results

Moderator:Mrs.MelaniaGabrielaCiot,StateSecretaryforEuropeanAffairs,MFAof
Romania

14:00 Farewelllunch(PalaceofParliament)

15:00 Sideeventstobecontinued

Panellists:

Contributors:

 Mr.Jean-PierreHALKIN,HeadofUnitDGREGIO–European
CommissionDGREGIOrepresentative

 Mrs.AndrejaJERINA,NationalCoordinator,EUSDR,EUSAIR
andEUSALPNationalCoordinator,Slovenia

 Mrs.ZeljkaBARIC,MinistryofForeignandEuropeanAffairsof
Croatia,EUSDRNationalCoordinator(tbc)

 Mrs.FranziskaSIELKER(Academia),Germany

Q&ASESSION


