The Republic of Croatia is participating in two macro-regional strategies: EUSDR and EUSAIR. In order to ensure the funds for their implementation, Croatian
strategic and programming documents for both mainstream and Territorial Cooperation programs provide links to macro-regional strategies.

In the course of the programming exercise, strategies have been taken into account and specific objectives of the operational programs were drafted in a
way to reflect national priorities within each strategy.

During the selection of the Thematic Objectives and investment priorities, Croatian priorities in the context of Danube Strategy were analyzed and taken
into account. As a result, for example, under OP Competitiveness and Cohesion 8 out of 10 priority axis, and 30 out of 46 specific objectives are contributing
to the Danube strategy (the table showing correlations between EUSDR and OP CC and OPEHR specific objectives and RDP measures is attached to this e-
mail).

It is expected that by supporting projects within identified specific objectives, a significant contribution to the implementation of macro-regional strategies
shall be achieved.

At the moment there are no specific project selection criteria recognizing added value of the macro-regional projects and their contribution to the EUSDR or
EUSAIR (bonus points) envisaged. It is planned that these specific criteria will be developed in the near future, through joint efforts of managing authorities
and main governing actors of the strategies at the national level.
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SO 1al Increased R&D&I ability for
conducting top quality research and
cooperation on national and
international levels

SO 1a2 Centres of Research
Excellence performing excellent
science

SO 1a3 Research organizations
conducting R&D&I projects directed
towards the needs of economy

SO 1b1 Increased R&D&I activities
of enterprises

SO 1b2 R&D activities of business
sector increased through creation
of favourable innovation
environment

SO 1b3 Social changes improving
communities’ quality of life
introduced

SO 2al Development of NGN
broadband infrastructure in areas
without sufficient commercial
interest for investments in NGN
broadband infrastructure, for
maximum increase of social and
economic benefits
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SO 10 ii 3 Better research environment for human resources

SO 10iii 2 Promoting the access to lifelong learning, through
upgrading key competences of students as well as the use of
ICT in teaching and learning
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SO 10al To develop digitally
mature schools ready to use the
potential of ICT in education and
development of 21st century skills
needed on the job market

SO 10a3 Increasing relevance of
vocational education by improving
the conditions for the acquisition of
practical skills in targeted sectors of
vocational education and
vocational education at the level of
HE

To support the
competitiveness
of enterprises,
including cluster
development

SO 3al Easy access to finance for
SMEs, including start-ups

SO 3a2 Favourable environment
for entrepreneurship development
SO 3d1 Improvement of SMEs’
performance and growth

SO 3d2 Improvement of SMEs
innovativeness

MO04 - Investments in
physical assets

MO5 - Restoring
agricultural production
potential damaged by
natural disasters and
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introduction of
appropriate prevention
actions
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development
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To invest in
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10a3 Increasing relevance of
vocational education by improving
the conditions for the acquisition of
practical skills in targeted sectors of
vocational education and
vocational education at the level of
HE

MO1 - Knowledge transfer
and information actions

SO i 1 Increase employment of unemployed, especially
long-term unemployed and those experiencing skills
mismatch on the labour market

SO i 2 Increase sustainable self-employment of unemployed
people, especially of women

S0 911 Combating poverty and social exclusion by
promoting labour market and social integration of the
vulnerable groups, and combating any form of
discrimination

SO 9i 2 Enhancing active inclusion through the
implementation of integrated pathways to the regeneration
of 5 deprived pilot areas

SO 9 iv 1 Sustainably improving the access to health care in
deprived areas and for vulnerable groups and health
promotion

SO 9iv 2 Improving access to high-quality social services,
including support to the shift from institutional to community
care

SO 9 v 1 Increase the number of social enterprises and their
employees

SO 10ii 1 Improving quality, relevance and efficiency of HE
SO 10ii 2 Increasing attainment rates

SO 10 ii 3 Better research environment for human resources
SO 10iii 1 Improving access to education for disadvantaged
students at pre-tertiary level

SO 10 iii 2 Promoting the access to lifelong learning,
through upgrading key competences of students as well as
the use of ICT in teaching and learning

SO 10 iii 3 Improving conditions for quality and relevance of
education with focus on adult education system and upgrading
skills and competences of adult learners.
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institutional SO 11 2 Enhancing quality and performance of the
capacity and judiciary
cooperation SO 11ii 1 Developing capacities of civil society
organisations, especially NGOs and social partners, and
NA enhance civil and social dialogue for better governance
To work SO 6iii3 Restoration and protection | NA NA
together to of forests and forest land in
promote protected and Natura 2000 areas,

security and
tackle organised
and serious
crime

including mine clearance, forest fire
protection and preservation of
water resources, maintaining and
enhancing ecosystem services




