
Regional Implementation Initiative 2024 on Preventing & Combating Human Trafficking     Improving National and Transnational Coordination and Cooperation in Preventing and Combating all Forms of Human Trafficking; Developing and Strengthening National and Transnational Networks and Partnerships
[image: image1.png]Lad
Institute for the
$ I DM > Danube Region
and Central Europe
—
~



 
Think-tank Event                                                                                                                                                
 International Expert Round Table                                                                                                                                                             
Countering The Toxic Interface of Migration, 

Human Trafficking & Related Labour Exploitation 2.0
4 October 2024 
Short Speakers/Experts/Panelists/Resource Persons Bios
Luigi Achilli,
is a senior researcher at both the European University Institute in Florence, Italy, and the Christian Michelsen Institute in Bergen, Norway. His work focuses on irregular migration, transnational crime, refugee studies, political engagement, and Palestinian nationalism. He has authored numerous articles and influential works in these areas. His latest publications include the volume "Global Human Smuggling," published by Johns Hopkins University Press in 2023; the special issue “Migration and Crime in a Divided World: Strategies, Perceptions, and Struggles” for the ANNALS of the American Academy of Political and Social Science in 2024; and the article “The Missing Link: The Role of Criminal Groups in Migration Governance” for the Journal of 
Shams Asadi,
Human Rights Commissioner and head of the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna. She studied architecture and urban Planning abroad before she arrived in Vienna, where she graduated from the University of Technology. Shams has many years of practical and academic experience in Urban Regeneration and Urban Development with a focus on European and international affairs. The human rights dimension of urban development accompanied her from beginning of her professional life and since 2010 human rights are the main subject of her career.
Beatrix Attinger Colijn,
(Switzerland), Expert on Peace and Security, Humanitarian Affairs, Human Rights, Sexual and Gender-based Violence. Ms. Attinger has over 30 years of experience in working in international organizations (United Nations, OSCE, ICRC, Council of Europe), whereof more than 20 years in various field missions in Africa. The most recent positions she held in UN peacekeeping missions. Areas of work included monitoring human rights and international humanitarian law, analytical reporting to political leadership, coordination of emergency aid, gender mainstreaming in organizations and project development, advising on ethics and organizational accountability, conflict resolution and mediation, prevention and response to conflict-related sexual violence, and support to law enforcement and legal institutions. Throughout her career, Ms. Attinger worked with partners of all ranks, from the highest political level to grassroots. She is the co-founder of a NGO and continues to work as consultant for the department of UN Peace Operations.    
Katharina Beclin,
Assistant professor for criminology at the Faculty of Law of the University of Vienna, Austria. She has studied law in Vienna. After gaining some practice in court she became scientific assistant at the Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology at the University of Vienna in 1993. Since 2006 she has been assistant professor for criminology, her main research focusing on youth crime on the one hand and gender aspects on the other, especially sexual assault, domestic violence, stalking and human trafficking. In 2013 she published an online-article concerning legal questions of child trafficking. Besides she is the present coordinator of the Austrian NGOs’ - “Platform against Exploitation and Human Trafficking”.
Markus Gonzalez Beilfuss,
Professor of Constitutional Law at Barcelona University since 2001. He has taught and researched in the fields of Human Rights, Constitutional Review, Immigration and Human Trafficking. He was General Director of Immigration of the Spanish Government between 2010-2011, when the main regulations against Human Trafficking were passed. He has also taught a course on Human Trafficking at the City University of New York (August 2014). He has worked as Legal Adviser of the Spanish Constitutional Court (2005-2010) and has advisory experience with a number of international institutions including the United Nations and the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe.
Peter von Bethlenfalvy,
Founder and Executive Director of CEIPA - Centre for European and International Policy Action, has a long professional experience of European and international cooperation in the field of migration, foreign and development policies, security and human rights. He formerly held leading positions at IOM – International Organization for Migration in Brussels, Berlin, Rome and Vienna. He has been the driving force in strengthening the European Union and International stance towards a number of issues such as economic migration, organized crime and trafficking in human beings, democratization and parliamentary elections as well as humanitarian and emergency aid. He advised and worked closely with a number of EU Presidencies and European Commissioners as well as European Parliamentarians in carrying forward EU policy priorities. His experience and commitment led to numerous policy improvements in the above fields in Europe, and strengthened cooperation between governments, international organizations, civil societies and regions.
Mike Dottridge, 
Independent Expert/Consultant. He spent 25 years working with human rights non-governmental organizations and was one of the organisers of the Global March against Child Labour in 1998. For the past 15 years he has worked as an independent consultant on human rights and child rights issues. His work takes him to different parts of the world, particularly regions where human trafficking is regarded as a major problem, such as South East Europe and South East Asia. He has focused on various forms of exploitation, including child labour, the commercial sexual exploitation of children, forced labour and trafficking in human beings. In 2002 he was one of the experts invited by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a set of Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human Trafficking. In 2006 he prepared a Reference Guide on Protecting the Rights of Child Victims of Trafficking in Europe, published by UNICEF. His subsequent publications on child trafficking include a handbook on designing projects to prevent child trafficking. He was one of the two authors who drafted a set of Recommended Principles to Guide Actions Concerning Children on the Move and other Children Affected by Migration..
Suzanne Hoff,
Since 2004, Suzanne Hoff is International Coordinator of La Strada International, the European NGO Platform against trafficking in human beings. As International Coordinator, Suzanne Hoff manages a broad range of tasks including strategy planning, lobby & advocacy and representation of the Platform in different international fora, next to coordination of European projects and research on the issue of human trafficking. She has been coordinating many international projects, campaigns and research. Before La Strada International, she worked for different NGOs, like Caritas Netherlands, the Dutch Centre for International Cooperation and the Dutch Refugee Council as well as for the Amsterdam Mayor’s office and the International department of the Amsterdam Municipality. Most of her work focused on human rights and the situation in Central and Eastern Europe. Suzanne has an academic background; a master in Eastern European Studies and in (television) journalism.  
Vassilis Kerasiotis, 
Human Rights Lawyer, Legal Representative of the Applicants 'Chowdury and 42 Others vs Greece'. He was the lawyer who took a case to the European Court of Human Rights, known as ‘Chowdury versus Greece’. It concerned a number of irregular migrants from Bangladesh who cultivated strawberries on famrs in northwest Greece – a case of deemed to be ‘trafficking for the purpose of labour exploitation’. In his recent work he focuses on refugees as country director in Greece for HIAS, a refugee support NGO in Lesvos. Hias supports also cases of criminalization of search and rescue as well as hate crime victims.
Sangeetha Manavalan-Thoppil,
Head of the LEFÖ-Intervention Centre for Trafficked Women and Girls (LEFÖ-IBF), and as such monitors the support system available to trafficked persons and their access to legal and social rights in Austria. She has worked on multiple projects and research, in particular in the areas of migration and labour exploitation in Europe and Asia. Her work also focuses on prevention, lobby and advocacy of gender, human rights and human trafficking issues. She holds a PhD in Law from Queen Mary University of London. 
Michele Mildwater,
She was born in Cape Town and her family experienced the horrors of the apartied regime. 

She trained at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts and worked briefly as an actress before qualifying as a teacher and working with migrants and runaway children in London. In 2006 after 3 years developing methods to find and provide services for trafficked people under the Danish National Action Plan she co-made a film called TRAPPED with the documentary film director Anya Dalhoff which was shown on CNN Untold stories. She then founded the NGO  HopeNow in 2007 and  has worked daily on the ground, developing methods to find, identify and provide tailer made ,culturally appropriate services for trafficked people. Hope Now has a hotline which is open most days and our outreach work is conducted on the streets, in prisons and asylum centers. Between 1995 and 2005 she trained in different therapeutic approaches including trauma therapy with Dr Peter Levine and Dr Diana Poole. Their clients receive legal advice, psychological counseling and trauma therapy. She works closely with both national and international partner organizations and raises funds through teaching and lecturing in universities and colleges, also with survivors of trafficking they have assisted.  She co-wrote, researched, narrated and interviewed all the victims, police and experts for the UNODC  film 'Affected for life'  and co made the film TRAFFICKER with DanishDoc Productions which was filmed in Nigeria and Europe. The film included interviews she made with ju-ju priests, scenes from Pentecostal churches and followed the lives of some of the female victims whom she had known for years and who had become traffickers. The last small film she co-made was called WITCH HUNTER and exposed the torture and murder of children accused of witch craft and was narrated by a victim accused of witch craft whom HopeNow had rescued in 2012 in Nigeria .
The mission of HopeNow is to underline the complexity of human trafficking and to expose the criminalization and violation of human rights which many of our clients face, with special focus on men. Injustice anywhere -creates injustice everywhere.
Günther Ogris,
is a social science methodologist who graduated at the University of Essex. From 1996 to 2023 he was Managing Director of the SORA Institute. From 2005 to 2020, he held the position of Chairman of the University Council at the Sigmund Freud Private University. Since January 15, 2024, he is Chairman of the DEMA Institute, Democracy for All and scientific director of the mediatest research GmbH. In the course of his academic career, Günther Ogris has designed numerous research projects and has always been active as scientific consultant for politicians and administration.
Olivier Peyroux,
Sociologist, France. His work with children victims of trafficking notably from the Balkans and among the recent migration flows. He has involved him with in-the-field consulting assignments on local and European child protection issues for national and international organisations including UNICEF, UNODC and the European Union. His research has been widely published in scientific journals and he is regularly consulted by the media on trafficking and child protection issues.In addition to his non-profit commitments to children at risk. Peyroux is a legal expert on trafficking in human beings for the French judiciary.
Roger Plant, 
Independent Expert/Consultant. Between 2002-2009 he was Head of the ILO's Special Action Program to Combat Forced Labour since its inception, spearheading the ILO's work against forced labour and human trafficking. His book Sugar and Modern Slavery, published in the 1980s, was one of the first to draw attention to new forms of forced labour and human trafficking in today's global economy. He has consulted on issues such as human rights and labour standards, migrant workers and contract labour, rural development, indigenous people and ethnic minorities, and corporate social responsibility for a range of international organizations, governments, financial institutions, private companies and NGOs. 
Marie-Theres Prantner,
Head of the Department Prevention of and Protection from Violence of the Directorate General for Women and Equality in the Austrian Federal Chancellery. In addition, she chairs the Working Group on Prostitution of the Austrian Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking and is head of the National Coordination Centre for Violence Against Women. She is a legal expert and works in the field of gender-based violence against women including Human Trafficking and on the issue of sexworkers rights since 2001.
Madeleine Rees,
became a lawyer in 1990 and specialized in anti-discrimination law . She brought test cases to both the European Court of Human Rights and the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg. For most of her adult life, Rees has worked nationally and internationally to advance human rights, eliminate discrimination, and remove obstacles to justice. From 1998 she was head of the office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) –in Bosnia and Herzegovina, where, inter alia,  she helped expose human rights abuses and the involvement of UN peacekeepers in sex trafficking. From 2006 to 2010 she headed the Womens rights and gender department at OHCHR. She became   Secretary-General of WILPF in 2010 and lead the organisation’s efforts to work through national and international legal frameworks to advance a future of human security and justice for all. Passionate about connecting women across borders to share experiences and organise for action, she is committed to building a true global movement for feminist peace. In 2014, Rees was awarded the OBE for her services to human rights, particularly women’s rights and international peace and security.
Conny Rijken, 
was appointed Dutch National Rapporteur on Human Trafficking and Sexual Violence against Children per 1 September 2022. She is also professor of Human Trafficking and Globalisation at Tilburg Law School, Tilburg University in the Netherlands, and elected member of GRETA since January 2021. She holds a PhD in Law (2003). Before she was director of INTERVICT (the interdisciplinary research Institute on Victimology) and served for ten years as a deputy judge in criminal proceedings. She is trained as a lawyer in International and European law with specialization in Human Rights Law. Over the last twenty years Rijken has researched and published on various aspects of human trafficking including labour exploitation, the role of businesses in combating human trafficking and the psychological consequences of human trafficking. She has conducted innovative research for instance on, urban refugees, Sinai Trafficking, the needs of victims of human trafficking and the nexus between human trafficking and statelessness in Thailand. She has extended her field of research to other areas including global migration, European criminal law and inclusion and exclusion through migration. Central in her research is the focus on human rights, engagement with the position of the individual and conducting ‘research that matters’. 
Zoi Sakeliadou,
is a Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officer on Trafficking in Persons and Migrant Smuggling at UNODC. She is also the focal point of Education for Justice Initiative charged with developing tools for teaching on human trafficking and migrant smuggling. Prior to joining UNODC, she has served for 15 years with the European Commission, in Brussels / Belgium, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and UNHCR in Western Balkans, as well as the Greek Council for Refugees on trafficking in persons, migration, rule of law, international criminal law, gender based violence, human rights and asylum. She holds degrees in International and European Studies, European Union Law, Childhood Studies and Islamic Studies.
Helmut Sax,
Senior researcher at the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Fundamental and Human Rights, Vienna/Austria, and former Member of the Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA, 2011-18, 13 country evaluations); completed legal studies in 1993, Doctorate in 2017. Main areas of work in research, consultancies and training: human rights of children, human rights of victims of trafficking in human beings. Co-editor (with Julia Planitzer) of the first legal Commentary on the CoE Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (2020); member of the Commission of Inquiry for the protection of the best interests of the child in the Austrian asylum procedure (2021).
Philipp Schwertmann,
heads the “Migration and Decent Work” section at Arbeit und Leben Berlin (DGB/VHS). As such, he supervises various counselling offices for migrant workers in the Berlin and Brandenburg region as well as the “National Service Centre against Labour Exploitation, Forced Labour and Human Trafficking”, which AL runs on behalf of the German Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. Before joining AL, he was head of the counter-trafficking section of the International Organization for Migration (IOM) Mission in Germany and worked at research institutions and foundations. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Sciences from the Philosophical Faculty at the University of Passau. His research focused on philanthropy and the civil society, his current field of expertise lies in labour migration and the enforcement of labour rights as well as in the fight against forced labour and human trafficking.
Kiril Sharapov, 
Kiril is Associate Professor of Applied Social Sciences at Edinburgh Napier University and Associate Director at the Scottish Graduate School of Social Science. He is internationally recognised for his research in the field of forced migration and, in particular, human trafficking. He remains both an advocate and a practitioner of co-produced participatory and emancipatory research which meaningfully incorporates voices of seldom heard communities, including persons with disabilities, refugees and asylum seekers, sex workers and persons with lived experiences of human trafficking. Kiril received his PhD in Politics from the University of Glasgow and an MA in Human Rights from the Central European University.
Liliana Sorrentino,
Legal Officer, Division of International Protection, UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees). She is the focal point for issues related to trafficking in persons, smuggling and immigration detention. She started her career working with NGOs and IOs, assisting refugees and trafficked persons in Moldova. She then moved to the OSCE as Advisor to the Special Representative for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings. Before joining UNHCR, Liliana worked as an independent expert on a wide range of human rights and human trafficking issues for international organizations and NGOs such as UNODC, UNHCR, ILO, IOM, Council of Europe, ICMPD, La Strada International, LEFÖ and many others. She is a graduate of the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. She is the author of reports and articles on issues such as national referral mechanisms for the protection of rights of trafficked persons, non-punishment of victims for status offences and victim’s compensation.
Wolfgang Spadinger,
is an Austrian career diplomat in the Ministry of European and International Affairs. After postings in Sofia, Ottawa, Madrid and Milan, where he was Consul General, he was nominated director of the division for border issues and deputy National Anti-Trafficking Coordinator in 2020. His tasks include chairing the meetings of the Austrian Task Force on combatting human trafficking and the negotiations of the the Austrian National Action Plans on THB. He has been organising and moderating the annual Vienna Conference on Combatting THB. He regularly represents Austria in international conferences and fora on the fight against human trafficking. With the Council of Europe he was a Member of the Drafting Committee on Trafficking for the purpose of Labour Exploitation (DH-TET) 2021-2022. In his former position as director of host country affairs in the protocol department, he developed a system of scrutiny measures for the protection of Domestic Private Staff of diplomats and IO staff members. In this context he contributed the chapter “Private Domestic staff – a risk group on the fringe of the Convention” to the Handbook Diplomatic Law in a new Millennium, Oxford University Press, 2017.
Georg Stillfried,
is an Austrian diplomat, former Ambassador of the Republic of Austria to Egypt, Cairo (co-accredited in Sudan and Eritrea) and Head of Section IV - Consular Affairs at the Austrian Foreign Ministry.                                                       He was an assistant at the Faculty of Law at the University of Vienna from 1989 to 1994. In the fall of 1994, he was accepted into the higher foreign service. From March 1995 he worked in the press department. From 1997 to 2000 he worked in the International Law Office. From 2000 onwards, he spent five years as a first assignment at the Austrian Embassy in Cairo. From 2005 to 2008 he was Ambassador to Kuwait. Between 2008 and 2011 he was Head of the Department for Southern Europe. From 2012 to 2015 he was Head of the Human Resources Department of the Federal Ministry for Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs. From January 2015 to 2023 he was Ambassador at the Austrian Embassy in Cairo and lecturer at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. Since July 2023, he has been Head of Section IV - Consular Affairs at the Austrian Foreign Ministry and National Coordinator on Human Trafficking.
Gerald Tatzgern,
Police Brigade General against Migrant Smuggling, Human Trafficking, Head of Special Investigations, Benefit fraud, illegal gambling, Visa fraud. Shortly after joining the police in 1988, Tatzgern spent three years with the WEGA special unit in Vienna. The team spirit that he got to know there - "as a lone fighter you can only lose" - is something that he has continued to cultivate ever since, both as a police officer in Ottakring and as the architect of the Europol unit in Austria. Since the turn of the millennium, he has been professionally involved in the fight against smugglers and human traffickers - an area that is housed in the Federal Criminal Police Office of the Ministry of the Interior. Tatzgern is a university lecturer in Linz, Graz and Vienna as well as a trainer for communication and conflict management, and studies at the University of Economics. Two books on child trafficking and on begging are soon to be followed by a third on prostitution.
Astrid Winkler,
Independent expert and trainer, Prevention of sexual exploitation of children, Safeguarding & Measures against Child Trafficking, Austria and international.
2001-2023 Co-Founder and CEO of ECPAT Austria. Since September 2023 Expert/Trainer/Teacher for ECPAT Austria in the specialist areas of Safeguarding & (Child) Protection Concepts; identifying and caring for victims of child trafficking; Online safety for children & young people. Since 2008, Member of the Austrian Task Force to Combat Human Trafficking and the AG Against Child Trafficking. Since 2018, member of the EU Civil Society Platform against Trafficking in Human Beings. Lecturer and trainer in Austria and abroad, main topics: Safeguarding and developing respective concepts and guidelines as well as protection and identification of trafficked minors and in adult education, anti-discrimination work & violence prevention. She holds a Master degree in Sociology, with minor fields of studies in communication sciences and political science, and in psychology. 
Markus Zingerle,
is a Sociologist in Vienna and co-founder of MEN VIA, the specialized victim support organization for men affected by THB in Austria. The comprehensive program has been established in 2013 by the Men’s Health Center in Vienna and meanwhile has mandates by the Federal Ministries for Social Affairs, for Interior and for Justice. In Markus’ opinion, working with male victims of crime has a positive impact on modern gender politics. It’s empowerment for affected men to access their rights and have better individual perspectives. And it is also a contribution in the efforts and struggles against the deception of exploitation and systematic discrimination of various vulnerable groups in different ways.
Daja Wenke,
is an independent researcher in the child rights field. She has long-standing professional experience working with national governments, inter-governmental organisations, NGOs and UN Agencies in the area of applied research and policy development. Her main interest is the promotion of systemic approaches to the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights as an investment for states and societies to become more stable, sutainable and futureoriented
Katarzyna Winiecka,
Managing Director, UNDOK Drop-in Centre for (Union) Support for Undocumented Migrant Workers 
Helga Konrad, 
Head/Coordinator of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Human Trafficking' since 2010. Executive Director Anti-Trafficking; Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe IDM; former (first) Special Representative on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the OSCE - Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (2004-2006); Chair of the EU Stability Pact Task Force on Human Trafficking for South Eastern Europe (2000-2004). In her capacity as Austrian Federal Government Minister for Women, she hosted the first EU Conference on Trafficking in Women for Sexual Exploitation in Vienna (1995). She was Head of the Austrian government delegations to the fourth UN World Conference on Women in Beijing/China and of the first World Congress on Combating Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Stockholm/Sweden (1996).
Roberto Ziglio,
Advisor and Assistant of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Trafficking in Human Beings' on Web-management themes. Psychologist, Psychotherapist and former Deputy Manager at Diakonie-Jefira - Intercultural Psychotherapy Centre in St. Pölten, which is specialized on Trauma-Psychotherapy with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers; He has been also Psychologist, Psychotherapist and Head of Organization and Administration at CentroMoses, S.r.l., a private mental health centre in Italy, where he used to perform his clinical activity since 2010. As Head of Organization and Administration he was involved in the organization of numerous trainings for mental health practitioners and citizens. He collaborated with the Treviglio-Caravaggio Hospital, in the Centre for Family Therapy and with the A.L.T. Association (association against drug addictions), located in Treviglio (Bergamo, Italy).
Partners of Cooperation:
Centre for European and International Policy Action (CEIPA)
Founded in 2011, the Centre for European and International Policy Action (CEIPA) is an independent think-tank committed to promoting public debate on major European and international policy issues, Central to CEIPA’s work is the belief that providing a platform for informed debate, the exchange of ideas and the search for common ground between EU policy-makers on one side, and non-state actors and European citizens on the other, is vital to obtain the necessary broad support to underpin EU democratic governance and cohesion. Complexity and interdependence are the main features of modern societies around the world. Europe is no exception.It too must foster unbiased dialogue, beyond narrow national goals, party lines, dogmatism or vested interests. The perception that EU member states and institutions are imposing policies from the top down is robbing the process of European integration of its legitimacy in the eyes of many. Access to information is a human right. The CEIPA platform and activities keep citizens abreast of developments on key policies and provide contacts to the European Institutions and civil society organisations.
Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna 
The Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna coordinates human rights as a cross-cutting topic in all areas of the Vienna City Administration and makes the City of Vienna's commitment to human rights visible. The Human Rights Office was opened in September 2015. The Human Rights Office works together on specific focus topics with other municipal departments, public institutions, civil society initiatives, and experts. Cooperation and networking are essential for human rights work. A dialogue between interest groups is organised in the form of focus groups and round tables. The cooperation concentrates on the following focus topics:                                                                                                                               - Raising awareness on the topic of human rights                                                                                                                                                            - Children’s rights, unaccompanied refugee minors, fighting poverty and violence                                                                                               - Security policies and human rights at provincial level                                                                                                                                                       - Fighting human trafficking, implementing the recommendations of the Group of Experts on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) of the Council of Europe                                                                                                                                   The results will be incorporated into the development of an action plan for the next few years to continue and deepen the process "Vienna - city of human rights". A steering group continues to accompany the work of the Human Rights Office. It consists of representatives of the administrative groups in the City Administration, the human rights spokespersons of the political parties forming the city government, and the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Human Rights.
EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR)  
The EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) is a macro-regional strategy that addresses 12 thematic areas (Priority Areas) to strengthen quality of life in the Danube Region. Priority Area 10 (PA 10) of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) aims at stepping up institutional capacity and cooperation as a precondition for shaping a sustainable, resilient and prosperous future. In doing so, we address institutional capacity-building at local, regional and national level, involvement of civil society in public governance, increasing local development and better spending as well as increasing absorption rates of EU funds. Priority Area 10 “Institutional Capacities & Cooperation” serves as an information and communication hub for local, regional, national and European stakeholders responsible for as well as working in the field of institutional capacity building, participative governance and spatial development. The activities of Priority Area 10 aim at supporting policy and project development, stakeholder relations and capitalisation in the Danube Region.Priority Area 10 “Institutional Capacities & Cooperation” supports activities that contribute to the actions and targets defined in the EUSDR Action Plan. Priority Area 10 “Institutional Capacities & Cooperation” is jointly coordinated by the City of Vienna (AT) and the Centre for European Perspective (CEP) on behalf of Slovenia. The Coordinators of the Priority Area are supported by the Steering Group.
Urban Forum – Egon Matzner-Institut for Urban Research 
is a non-partisan association dealing with urban issues. The goal was and is to support the Austrian Association of Cities and Towns, as a constitutional representation of the interests of cities and larger municipalities, in its work - especially through project-related events, publications and research. Urban Forum is an associate member of the Austrian Association of Cities and Towns, a member of the Urban Platform Danube Region (PA Area10) and cooperates with national and international universities. Official partners are for example the Federation of Austrian Industry, the Chamber of Labour, several Austrian cities, but also European Union Project Innovation Center (EUPIC) in Chengdu PR China. Urban Future Edition is a publishing house to publish publications on urban research and municipal science topics as well as on the field of public management in a strategic and targeted manner. In doing so, aspects of urbanity and urban development that have not yet been sufficiently illuminated scientifically are to be deliberately taken up. Internationality and thinking in terms of regions represent an essential cornerstone of Urban Forum's activities, and thus also of Urban Future Edition.
Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM)
The Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe (IDM) is a regional think tank registered as an association and predominantly financed by public funds. IDM acts as a gateway to the region and contributes greatly to the cooperation in the fields of politics, economics, research and culture. At the same time, IDM sees itself as a clearinghouse for the Danube region and Central and Southeast Europe by supporting the work of embassies, trade missions, cultural institutes and national tourist offices. Founded in 1953 as a non-university research institution based on associations and consisting of individual and corporate members, the Vienna-based institute carries out research with a geographical focus on Central, East and South East Europe, particularly focusing on the Danube Region. Through events, publications and educational activities, the experts of the IDM aim to transfer knowledge and initiate debates that revolve around the central questions of our time:                                                                                                                      - How can we strengthen and guarantee a democratic, peaceful and resilient future of (Central) Europe?                              - What policies will improve processes of EU enlargement and further integration?                                                                        - Which concrete actions enhance cross-border cooperation in the region?                                                                                    In line with its slogan: European Perspectives – Regional Actions – Cooperation and Expertise since 1953 the IDM's focus  is on questions relating to the future of the European Union, with a particular focus on Central and South-Eastern Europe. 

The IDM is the carrior organisation of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Human Trafficking'    

